[Examinations while studying medicine - more than simply grades].
Assessment drives learning. Examinations need to be aligned primarily with learning objectives, as well as teaching and assessment methods of the courses on offer. In doing so, various examination instruments are required to measure on levels of competency that build on one another. An appropriate mix is essential to reflect the variety of learning outcomes of a chosen curriculum. Furthermore, examinations also possess the characteristics of evaluation: They reflect the knowledge and abilities of students and assess the teaching at a defined location. Digital examinations in the form of multiple-choice-question (MCQ) testing enable a higher degree of automation and accelerate the processes of creation, implementation, and evaluation of the examination results. Thus, they enjoy increasing popularity, provided that the technical requirements for large semester cohorts are met. Shifting examination processes to computers or tablets entails not only a wealth of new challenges but also opportunities.